The Dodd-Cochran 
AmeriCorps: Together Improving our Nation (ACTION) Act 
Purpose:  To update the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award to reflect 15 years of college tuition increases, to ensure AmeriCorps members are able to use their entire education award by making it tax exempt, to reestablish the Corporation’s ability to partner with other Departments to meet a variety of domestic needs, and to recognize the importance of service by promoting the Corporation for National and Community Service to Cabinet status.
Background: 
· Since inception in 1994, AmeriCorps has encouraged about 542,000 citizens to volunteer, serve, and address the unmet needs of our nation.   
· These citizens have given over 705,000,000 hours toward improving the lives of all Americans by protecting the environment, strengthening education, responding to disasters, and supporting public health and safety.

· Since 1994, the education award for participants has remained at $4,725, but during that same time average college tuition has more than doubled in cost.  According to the College Board, for the 2007-2008 school year the average tuition and fees for a public four-year college or university is $6,185. 
Bill Summary:
The ACTION Act will:

· Raise the Segal AmeriCorps Education Award to $6,185 and raise the award each subsequent year to represent the average cost of tuition and required fees at a 4-year public university;

· Make the education award tax exempt;

· Restore the Corporation's previous authority to partner with other Federal agencies to use national service as a strategy to carry out Departments' priorities; and,

· Promote the Corporation for National and Community Service to Cabinet level status.

Current Endorsements:

Voices for National Service, City Year, ServeNext.org, Youth Service America, Points of Light & Hands on Network, AmeriCorps Alums, Teach for America, American Association of State Service Commissions, Camp Fire USA, Service-Learning United, Public Allies, Campus Compact, Be the Change, Inc., The Student Conservation Association, Connecticut Commission on Community Service , Maryland Governor’s Commission on Service and Volunteerism, Our Piece of the Pie, Leadership, Education and Athleticism Partnership (LEAP) New Haven, Western New York AmeriCorps, Local Initiatives Support Corporation, Michigan Community Service Commission, Purdy Reading Coaches, Ohio Community Service Council

